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MEETING OF SGOIL AN IOCHDAIR AGUS A’CHOIMHEARSNACHD 
At 19:30 on 30th September 2025 in Talla an Iochdair

1. Welcome 
a. Present: Peter Bird (outgoing chairman) Robert Currie (trustee) Harry Luney (trustee) Donnie Beaton (trustee) Andrew Shaw (trustee) Mel Butler (trustee) Ann Bird, Peter Bird. Allan Glen, Andrene Glen, Lizann Boyle, Oni Fraser, Rhuaridh Fraser, Angela Campbell, Ali Nobles, Kate Dawson (secretary, minutes). Kate will send out membership forms to all eligible folk who are not currently members. 
b. No apologies were received. 
c. A warm welcome and grateful thanks for a good attendance. 

2. Election of Office Bearers
a. Chairman: Robert Currie agreed to stand as chairman, proposed by Harry and seconded by Andrew
b. Treasurer: In the absence of attendance of our current treasurer, Kate will visit Morag Ann to ask that she stand down until such time as she is able to attend regularly. Mel Butler agreed to stand as treasurer, proposed by Robert, seconded by Andrew. Kate will need to organise the new signatories for the account. 
c. Secretary: Harry agreed to stand as secretary, proposed by Andrew, seconded by Peter
d. We have a board of trustees with space for seven people. Three should represent community organisations, three can be individuals, and one person can be co-opted onto the board by the other trustees. If Morag Ann stands down completely, we will have a vacancy on the board of trustees, which can be filled by co-option. 
 
3. Business: 
a. Playparks: Kate has clarified with HHP – we will be liable for the fences, even if they form a boundary and part of the fencing of surrounding housing. If we install play equipment and then return the lease to HHP, they will not accept liability for any equipment installed and would ask that we remove it. When pushed, they implied that this would be reviewed at the time of ending the lease. Kate passed the draft copies of the leases to Robert for his review.

We had a general discussion about the state of the playparks. Options include not taking on the existing playparks, partly because of the restrictions on the leases. 
1. Cuidhe na Gamhne: Problems with parking, no space for disabled parking, potential for noise disturbance, restricting the range of play equipment that could be used.  
2. Ford Terrace: Fence recently repaired, could be cleaned and repainted. Also has no dedicated parking. Rob and Ali will take a further look at the site to see if this is something that could be undertaken by the committee. 
3. New idea: Do not take on either of these leases and look for a new site instead, with parking that could be developed as we wish. This could include indoor play or sheltered play.  
b. Ball court: There has been no progress until we have a committee. There is the possibility of signing a lease for the ball court. This could be for the whole area, including the area leased to us before we were a company limited for guarantee. Alternatively the new area to be included (the ball court) could be leased separately. The trustees can progress this, Kate to forward emails from Murdo to office bearers.
c. Skate Park and pump track: We have had a proposal to request a lease from Storas for the derelict storage area near the quarry in Loch Carnan. This is potentially suitable for development as a skate park with bump track. It is currently full of fish farm and construction debris. Damie has been in contact to say that the items in the area might belong to Don MacPhee. In the meantime, Kate has started drafting a briefing paper. It does not include any costs, and we have not approached any landscape architects to create a design and specifications. We discussed hazards in the area, including some fly-tipping at the old quarry nearby. To create a safe environment, we would need to explore fencing the area, or asking Storas to make the old quarry safe. To be progressed by Robert and Ali.
d. AOCB: Gerinish taigh-cèilidh, owned by HHP, is currently unused. Money was donated to upgrade the hall, but there is no management committee at present. UCVO is holding the money and are looking for ex-committee members to progress spending the money. Two of the ex-committee members are hoping that the money could be spent on sorting out the playpark in West Gerinish. There is no specific parking. No decision taken as to whether SAIAAC should be involved. 

4. Next meeting: 25th November, Talla, 7:30pm  
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